
USING CLIPPING PATHS       

IN  INDESIGN  



STEP 1 

 Open an existing project 

  Place your image by going 

to             File > Place 

 Or Navigate to where it is 

saved, select it once, press 

Open and click within the 

document to place 



STEP 2 

After placing the image it 

should still be selected, if not 

use the Selection Tool to 

select by clicking once on the 

graphic 



STEP 3 

Go to Object > Clipping Path 

> Options 



STEP 4 

 Within the Clipping Path 

floating panel use the drop 

down menu and select Path 

type   

 Then select OK 

 This separates the image from 

the dark background 



STEP 5 

 The path should be selected and 

highlighted in brown/orange 

 Also the Direct Selection Tool 

should be active.  

 With this tool you can adjust the 

path. 

  Simply click on one of the 

points to adjust 



STEP 6 

 As the path is now an InDesign 

path you can add and delete points 

using the Pen Tool 

 Ensure that the path is highlighted 

by using the Direct Selection Tool, 

pick the Add Anchor Point Tool and 

click anywhere on the path to add a 

point 

 Similarly you can use the Delete 

Anchor Point Tool to remove points 

by clicking on them 



STEP 7 

 The Path is complete, you 

can convert the Clipping 

Path to a frame.  

 Select the current frame 

with the Selection Tool and 

go to Object > Clipping Path 

> Convert Clipping Path to 

Frame. 



EXAMPLES: 


